endangered - and our ter-
rain does not allow for wide-
spread cropping. that hap-
.. pens in the west and central
~~west of the state” working
group chair, Narelle Davis,

The inconsistencies be-
tween the federal EPBC Act
(currently under review),
the Biodiversity Conserva-
ton Act in NSW and the
Local Land Services Act;'is
one of the main focusses of
*the group. The acts:need to
be consistent between state
. and federal Departments
of Energy, Environment,
Climate Change and Water
(DEECCW) with one point of

“One of the issues many

r landholders have experi-
.enced is the inconsisten-
cies between the acts. That
inconsistency does not give
3 Upper landholders confidence
Landcare, South East around their ability to un-

' Momaro Begional Coun-
d,“!’ar:nexsllowo
landhold-

ures on their land, as they
would like,” Mrs Davis said.
“The NSW Biodiversity act
requires assessment and ap-
proval for clearing of previ-
ousiy undisturbed landhold-
ing that have greater than
50 per cent native grasses.
landholders do not
know that they also require
approval from the federal
DEECCW. Landholders can
be reported and penalised if
approvals not in place. Un-
fortunately, ALG is difficult
to manage when this weed is
dominant in a paddock. Spot
spraying is time consuming
and costly. Currently even
though it is every landhold-
er’s responsibility to manage
weeds, there’s no penalty if
you do nothing.”

~dertake productivity -meas-.

ALG is a major and critical

threat to the native grass-
lands of the Monaro region,
which is classified as non-
woody vegetation.

The invasive monocul-
ture has spread from about
3000 ha in 1986 to more than
100,000 ha in 2020.

“Lovegrass is the most
pre-dominant weed on the
Monaro north of Cooma.
The spread is also quite no-
ticeable around Dalgety,
Jindabyne, Cooma and some
of the other villages; and the
spread rate is accelerating,”
Mrs Davis said.

“ALG is a sub-tropical (C4)
plant. It is very well suited
to our Monaro environment,
cold winters, random sum-
mer rains. It is very water ef-
ficientso will grow huge bulk
of dry matter very quickly
and can set seed multiple
times over the summer.”

ALG is an extreme fire
hazard due to the highly
flamms
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improve the current legislation to manage ALG on the Menaro. P=070: wexn_q Caimns Haak

“We spent a really interest-
ing day with DEECCW,” Mrs
Davis said.

“We put our case forward
around the fact we need to
have consistency in the legis-
lation and also any approval
processes etc. This messag
has gone back to federal En-
vironment Minister Murray

matter it p»—%n&as»bemg debated in...2

duces.

“Communities will burn if
it is left unchecked; vulner-
able ecological communities
will burn if left unchecked,”
Mrs Davis said.

These include koalas,
wombats, legless lizard, na-
tive grasses and forbs.

After meeting in April
with the Natural Resource
Commission, members of
the Snowy Monaro African
Lovegrass working group

met with delegates from
DEECCW in Cooma in Au-

gust.

The working group spoke
about the impact ALG has on
the Monaro, potential con-
trol measures and proposed
resolutions.

parliament at the moment.”

A complete infestation of
ALG reduces productivity by
7S per cent.

During a site visit, the lo-
cal host landholder showed
the DEECW delegates a me-
dium-value native grassland
paddock which had caused
conflict with the law for
boom spraying a portion that
was infested with ALG.

The working group mem-
bers highlighted to the gov-
ernment department that
farmers are on the front line
in defending the Monaro na-
tive grasslands and to con-
tinue to do this, they need to
be profitable.

“The paddock the govern-
ment department repre-

sentatives observed is cost act/s probifbet, wiable comiel

each year to spot spray ALG, ing the Monare Nas
while he only makes $30/ba lands and :
per year income,” one of the measures t et mamage
working group members ALG”
Ant Waldren, said. The working sroup as a3~
“However, the neighbours vissd hals
paddocks have mass infes hiodiversity loss mequires
tations of ALG, wi'nch me\ grassreQts appreach.

costmg

portance to the community ~ Mrs Damis said.
The working group be- “R show the
lieves 40 years of successive of lowegrass it our Jeam
with 5000 seeds per plant, cant coumery om e Munare
10,000 plants per hectare &% all the By yeeces e
become a real threat to the mngeﬁnnﬁt&
agricultural i and commumity.
compounds the risk of a fast- “Bs 2 complies precess. We
moving wildfire. want an ourcomne Har am
“The current regulstioms sepport comservagium of e
contradict eachk other and mmmw
are inflexible where & mat- buc alcws hndhoidees w b
ters,” Mrs Davis said. rroductive 40 DEOage e
“The regulations in the demic weeds edavowele”




